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for his Gain from his Quarter, Ifaial 
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9 Jo She pherds fel theinſelver, and bor 
N my Flick, Ezek. 34.8: 
Am 1 therefore become your Enemy, bes 
_ Fauſe I tell you the Truth? 
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CHAP. I. 


F the miſery the Country peo- 
ple in many Parisbes labour 
unaer, for want of aue Inſtructions, 

and of the Avarice and other Cor- 


 rTupiions too much us d among us. 


CHAT. Ii. 
He 1 Apology of the Cler- 


for not Preaching duly. 


— Excuſe. 


= HA . III. 
He moſt expedient 


the Iriſh iu Ten Peai time, to be con- 
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| rhe City and County of Cork 
1 and Tipperary, 


Gentlemen, 3 
Our repeated Favours do ſtill detain 
| me under the Obligation of my due 
Acknowledgments, in which 1 reader 
you my hearty Thanks, and do ſcucerei) 
= \ wiſh it were iu my Power to make you a 
ly better Re allation; However, 1 don't que- 

1 ſtzon but you'll accept the i for the 
| Deed, confidering the Circusmſtances I la- 
bour under. 3 „ 
1 Your Goodneſs to me, (I nuſt con- 
1 feſs) has been fo extraordinary and unde. 

{ſeru'd, that it has overcome me with 
of | Gratitude, and Tcan't but proclaim it thro 
77 te whole Nation, as well as the uncnhri- 
- Uſage , my Enemies, among whom n 

| {have (being a Stranger) undergone the 
ch height of Tyranny, and Injuſtice, beyoyd 
what was ever knvwn or heard of in 
ON - F cance, 
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your ſelves to Judge, and ſball proceed 
70 my generoys Undertaking, which tends 


to the promoting God's Service in this 


Nation, here, in many places of the 
ountrey, tis ton much neglected, and all 
hro' Avarice and Selt. Intereſt, as you will 


ealily find by the ſequel of the enſuing Diſ- 


courſe, which Ifereſee will diſturb a Waſp's 
eſt, and I expect to have em buzzing 
abour my Ears, yet I can't baulk it without 


Injury to Gop and Truth, but Truth you'll * 
{ay, is not to be ſpoke at alltimes; How- 
ever, Gentlemen, 7 charge, none but the 
Gwilty ; thoſe that are innocent, are no | 
wiſe concern'd: And now, I think, is the | 
time if ever, to undeceive the World, 


when we ſeem almoſt upon the Brink of 


Ruin, and nothing under Gop but the 


timely opening Peoples Eyes can pre- 


vent it; and far be it from me to prevari- 
eate, beſt as God threatens, Jeremiah 7. 10. 
I confound thee before them, for how can 
I be Inſtrumental to promote the great 
Work of Reformation, and point out, . 
and remove, which is my profeſt deſign, 1 
the Obllacles which do W lycin the! t 
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4 the Truth of which, I leave Gop and 
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way, without akivp Maker at leaſt — 


| | theſe four Things? Self-Interelt, Pride, 
| {| Covetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, which "* 
tze greateft Remora's to the Progreſs of 
s | the Chriſtian Religion, and the only Oc: 
e | -caffon of the Various Diſſentions, which 
LL} ore now ſo common in thele Nations, e- 
ven to the Diſturbance of the Peace and 
Tranquility of the Church of Chriſt. 

s Tho'at the ſame time theſe Truths can't 
g 1 be toucht upon without groing Offence lo 
„ ſome haughty Perſons, that you know, 
U Juho are Elevated in their own C onceits, 
y- | end think themſelves above all the World, 
he | but the Applauſe or Diſparagements of 
no | ſuch, I equally regard, ſince the Cauſe is 
he | God's, 1 apply my ſelf to St. Paul's Words, 
d, If I yet Pleaſed Men, I ſhould not be 
of | the Servant of God. I aw not in this Caſe 


| big Looks, or pompous Appearance ; this 
| always Was my Motto, Pſalms 7. 10. My 
+ | Defence is of God, which ſaveth the 
1 upright in Heart. This is my hearty 
| Prayer; Pſalm. Give me help O Lord 
u, fom trouble, for vain is the help of 

5 Man; thro! God I ſhall do valiantly, for 
4 [he it is that ſhall tread down my Enc- 
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to be daunted, and over-awed by their 
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uo Motive to this ſeaſonable Undertaking, 
but pute Duty to God, and Diſcharge of 


Selt-Interc{t do Byaſs and turn Men of 


Members of Chriſt Church, and bepet 
in them an invincible Prejudice to good | U 


mies. Tis plain Gentlemen, I could have 


my Conſcience, of what [ obſerved ſince 
I came into this Countrey. And it ought 
to be matter of deep Concern to every good 
Chriſtian, to fee God's Service ſlighted, 
his Sabbath» broken, and his People go» | 
ing aſtray; to ſee how little Ends and 


great Stations from performing their Du- 
ties, and to ſee ſo many honeſt People 
plagu'd and harraſs'd in their Biſhop's 
Courts for a Trifle They were indeed 
in the Beginning deſigned for good Ends, 
for the effeCtua) ſuppreſſing of Vice and 
Immorality, but are now 1n ſome parts 
of this Kiugdom, miſerably corrupted 
by Avaricious Members, who chiefly aim 
to ſqueeze Mens Subſtances out of em, 
and ſo conſequently to reduce them and 
their Families. There are ſome diſmal * 
Inſtances occaſion'd by Mr. M: of this 
kind, in and about the City and County of + 
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Cork. Without doubt ſuch Methods and f { 
rough Uſage, do mightily exaſperate the | f 
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the Miniſtry. One wor'd think this Old 
Proverb ſpou'd Influence Mr. M's Conſci- 
ence if it were not too drowſy; Noſce 
teipſum, Know thy ſelf, and look home, 
and then it will be time enough to look 
abroad. Pray Gentlemen, let me ask you 
one Queſtion: Who Married Mr. M. to 
bis tormer Wiſe? Was it not done Clan- 
* deſtinely and by Stealth? 71s but a ſor- 
ry Character at the best, to be a Keeper 
of orner's Vineyards, hen his own he 
has nor kept, and I'm fare by this Luci- 
ferian Practice, of creating others ſevere- 
ly for Faults he has been guilty of him- 
ſelf; bell nere make the World believe 
that tis pure love to their Souls that ſets 
him on work to profecur . Neigh- 
bours, but only a ſnecly ig Kindneſs he 
has for their Pockets: 4 heſe were ſtrains 
of Heroick Charity, n Moſes and St. 
Paul, which Mr. M. can hardly reach, 
and much harder poſſeſs the it od with 
: The Belief of, That be could be content 
to have his Name [as the one,] Exod. 
32. 33. blotted out of the Book of God. 
| Or wiſh himſelf accurſed trom Chriſt, 
145 Fhe other | for his Brethren or for his 
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he Dedication. 
= . Pariſhioners; ſo they may be ſaved : No; 
Pride, Malice, Covetouſneſs and Oppreſ- 
ſion does a great deal of miſchief, aud | 
drives People from the Church where he 
is roncern d, formerly indeed they had 4 
good conſcientious Man there; but Tem- 
pora mutantur, The times are changed. 
I confeſs it is not every one that will fpeak 
the Truth in this Reſpect, but when the 
Cauſe is God's, weall ought to be bold in 
it, and God be praiſed I am not afraid to 
declare it before the haughtieſt Worm. 
The World is not blind, tho” ſome through 
fear are dumb, moſt People fee which 
way things go, but ſonie think it Wiſdom 
to hear, and ſee, and ſay nothing ; but my] 
Charge runs otherwiſe, Iſaiah, 58. 1. Cry |, 
aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy Voice like | 
a Trumpet, anqſhew my People their fr 
_ Tranſgreflions, and the Houſe of Jacob 
their Sins. I can't imagin Gentlemen; e 
who can take anything amis at this my 
hone Endeavour; jure Scripture may ( 
de quoted without Offence, and if it hap- 8. 
pens to hit the Matk exactly, as it does | 
in man) places of this Treatiſe. So much oF; 
the better, and certainly no good Man ot wy 
Chriſtian, will quarrel with il: But ih P7 
1 1 e you'll © 


O more 
4 believe 1h 


= b. +45 Dee Eton. 

= they þ and condemn, which gives too | 
much Octaſion for that unhappy Proverb, 
the nearer the Church, the further from 
God. I am ſenſible Gentlemen, I have 
ſaid enough to bring an Old Houle upon 
my Head, but let it fall when, or how it 
will, my heart is fixed truſting in the 
Lord, for whoſe ſake, Iput forth this lit- 
tle Book, humbly recommending it to your 
Protection, and heartily thanking you | 
once more, for all your undeſerved Fa- 

vours: Jo I have no more to add, but | 
only this hearty Prayer to Almighty God, | ; 
That this ſeaſonable Undertaking may 
thro” his Blefſing prove effectual, Acts 
16. 18. to open Men's Eyes, and turn e 
them from Darkneſs to Light, 2? 
Thas Gentlemen, hambly begging your t 
Pardon for this Attempt, and wiſhing 4 
Jou and yours all Health, Happineſs and fe 
Proſperity, both in this World and in the 


next, I remain as J ever will, 


Your moſt Humble a -— 
Grateful Servant, fe— 
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N Religion in a Trance: "Or, 


_ Pn a. Trance, which proves a ſtum⸗ 
bling Block to many well. meaning Chri- 
ſtians. eſpecially when they ſee their Tea- 
Ehers act quy'e.contrary to. w hatthey preach, 
as When a Miniſter fhall aſcend the Pulric 
with this Text, He that humbleib himſelf / bal 
be exelted, and he that exalteth bimſelf 5530 
be Abaſ ed: His chief. Topick here. is Pride, 
and perhops when he has made the greatcit 
Lavective againſt it imaginable, there's none 
i1 the whole Gongrtgation,, prouder than 
Kimlelf. Another ſhall go and Preach up 
rey, and Compaſſion, and Forgiv:n*ſi of one 
another, aud after all we find none morg 
/ mercileſs, and Imperious thàn that very 
Man: Ia thorr, either of them ſhall frame 
a- pl ee ee on theſe Words of 
St. Pobn, Ep. 3. 17, Wheſo hath this Worlds 
Goods, and ſeeih his Brother hath necd, ang 
tburreth wp his Compaſſion from him, how dwel- 
th the love of God in him. Or upon this Ex- 
cellent Text of St. Paul, Heb. 13. 16. Ti 
Ao good and 10 diferiome, forget not ; for with 
fach Sacrifice: God ii well pleaſed Herd 
they*il 1nf{fit on Charity and good Works; 
telly: g the people that i, more bleſſed ” 
give than to rcc-rve, ſetting forth the 6ʃ 
rious Rewards that do anend the charuablcl 
And how. is it not a Paradox to us, td 
ſee either of theſe Diſtrain the Bed, or: ad 
ny other Goods of a poor Man, who hi 
not Fhercwithal to pay his Dues, nay ni 
| © npugh 
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 enou oh to pu rcliafe tlie next Mel „ 7 
i his periſhing Family, but take ſo male n 
<a- for feeding his Soul, that they 1e mma 
„him nothing to feed his Body. Thele 
Practices are certainly repugrtant to the 
Nature and Deſign of the Chriſtian Re- 
Figion: Te cannot ſerveGod and Mammon, 
fn our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, Mat. 6. 

: And I am very forry J have Reaſon by 

Experience to ſpeak in Sr. Pauls Cha- 
© rafter, that too many among us, preten- 
ding to the Church of Chriſt, have & 
y Form of Godlineſs, but are little acquain- 
ted with the Poreer of it: For it evident- 


. = 


on in this part of the Nation do mind 
more their Pride, and obtaining where- 
4 withal to ſupport it, than correcting their 
4 own Errors, or Inſtruſting their People: 


and ſeveral good Proteſtant Families now) 
living in them? who have not a Mini- 
| ter to come near them above once or 
ich Ewice a Vear, and then chiefly to fleece 
raf the Flock ; fo when he hes got his De- 
mand of his People, he gravely gives em 


Bis nete ad * off, leaving 
NS... 3 a | 


: ly appears that ſome of the Holy Functi- = 


How many Pariſhes are there in theſe ' 
| Counties of Cork, Kerry and Tipperary, 


Re 
* ag” 
Wye. 


"Ty vs = : 
7-3 © Fa Eq TY - ”® 
E N 
q R * . 9 ke : 
* AY Lg LA. ob * j 
7 of 4 Fa 91 . 7 
| n ee 
5 $$ 5 N 8 K 5 oP ; So. 2 1 
3 . 95 * . 
17 wy " MN I 3; - "Hs * 2 20 
2 e 
i 1 1 4 * \ ob "4 4 
* s 4 f * 2 * 1 * 
* * | 1 » a FT * 
8 3 7 7 * IX" 4.6 7 5 
0 . a 1 Ms. 1 3 
5 * * 8 = Ty 8 ca 
0 of 4 
is . : — a I 
y * 
A r 
% 8 


* 


C 


RP... 
0 


„ We he wont miſs of going or ſendin g his 


the 11 p 8 
Wc 7 . 5 
Bs - r 
Ll CT 
— * 


N : xs. 5 
Y Pax 7 2 ip. 
- I 8 

1 


And how. can we expect Religion, Bro- 
therly' Love and Unanimity to flouriſh 


à Religious United People? Whereas if 
there were a Miniſter ſettled but in eve- 
ty Two or Three Pariſhes, up and down 
the obſcure parts of the Kingdom, Re- 
ligion wou'd no doubt be more flouri- 
ſhing than it is; for Faith cometh by 
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mes about again, then to be 


xt . 5 „ | 2 | 1 l c 4 — 1 | 
3 ed) Procter to them, more for hisowa . 
= Intereſt, chan the Salvation of their Souls: 


at this rate, or that we ſhould become 


Hearing, and it is ſaid in the Tenth of 
ERemans v. 13. That whoſoever ſhall call | 
upon the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. | 

= 25 then (ſaith St. Paul in che 14th verſe) 
all theyſcall upon him in whow they haue 
not believed, and bow ſhall they believe in 
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(eſpecially in their Biſhop's Courts) do 
chiefl y proceed all thoſe unhappy Divi- 
ſions and Diſturbances, that are now ſo 
commpn among us, even to the Shame 
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we 


and 
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Fo, ſball they hear without 4 Preacher? 
VD pon this great Neglect, and other Miſ- 
Carriages and Ihuſages of one another | 


| LY 


Dec eng 
| and Diſgrace of the Religion 
" | fefs; And unleſs there be 2 
f taken to cotrect theſe Diforders, E 
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their reſpective Dioceſſes, or by ſome 
particular Ac& of Patliament, rrueChriſtj- 
anity will rather decay (as it daily does) 
than increafe to the Strength and Advan- 
tage of the Queen and Government. Little 


aces her Mafeſty think of the Cortupti- 
on and Smock-Simony that is ptactiſed 


in this Nation; it ſhe was thorowly in- 
by | formed of it, and what is here. ated, 
'Y 3 and what 1s here written, I am perſwa- 


to ſuffer one Man to ingroſs 10 of 12 
Pariſhes only for Martying of a Potentates 
or Biſhop's Relation, and another well. 
deſerving Gentleman to have nothing to 
live on, (his whole Fortune being ſpent 
n his Education for the Chiitches Ser- 

. ice) Put would immediately give Or- 
ers by her Parliament, that very Mini- 

er in this remote part of her Lertito- 


* * 


derable Pariſh a Miniſter (as it is in Eu- 
and) rather than her Subj: &s ſhould 
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ded ſhe is fuch a good Chriftian as nor 


'S fhculd have a Pariſh, and every con. 


* 
A 'S 6d; * It 5 N 
"+ e 7 5 
r 
PP 
3 7 £ I 
I b 8 n 1 2 * 
* * 4 — o 7 þ - 
"a4 8 a FF 
oy : 2 = G7 
, 8 : * ee 
3 1 8 
bo N > x 
— 1 2 2 Sh l 
"i 1 * * 0 
Po 2 LE” 
e * 1 2 71 * 1 
A 386.4 2 — a 
iN 4 N 5 i - 3 , — a 
S - 8 _— ah 
P ; 4 , : + LES = _ 
po a - | . * 2 ' ; © WES. & & $644 _—. 
4 - : : . 4 r „ 
ö F OY -, <= 
* 1 . 5 _ 
— 1 „ > 7 4 e 
* 2? 1 * ” F N wy * ; * 15 5 
1 * 
1 
» 2 
5 i” 


ame Fant Chriſtian- like Inftiuftions, or any, 


F } f k 1 1 
2 . "the DIES] a 2 a6 * - ITY N _ & * 
i 1 4 : f ; . . N . 1 5 bl 
Sx .& mal 
* DO PET +K ©. 1 * L Ih +: 3 4 4 4 ad od 1 jo "4 Ny — | 
bp 1 p p 


be e of a Competency, and left 
YZ 5 bled to the Impoſitions of their In- 
| ” faulting Brethren : For 'tis no leſs ſtrange 


, che Edof Gods m_— ſhould 


1 7 true, and 'tis to our Shame general- 
obſerved, that none do love one ano- 
ther leſs chan thoſe of the Holy Fun&i- 
on, they can't endute a diſtreſſed Brother, 
eſpecially a Stranger, they'll afford him 
no Auxiliary. Aid, but keep him out, of | 
Buſineſs, unleſs hel work for half. pay, 
a very plain Argument that both Canſci. 
ence and Religion are in a Trance, and | 
ſtifled i in the Cells of their flint ty. Hearts; 
Our Bleſſed: Saviour gives you a, very 
plain Deſeription of ſuch, Mat 23. at. 
large, intimating that the) ſit in Moſes's: | 
Seat; all therefore, ſays he, hatſoever the). 
bid you obſerve, that obſer ve and do, but da 
not ye after their Works, fort hey ſay and 40 : 
not, they bind heavy Burthins and Lrie. 
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uus to be born, and lay them, on Men's 


© ſhoulders, pus they themſelves will net 
move them with one of their Finger- 
Such Men little conſider what a Blow 
they give to the Proteſtant Religion, by 
theic ill Practices and neglect of their Peo: 
ple, xd their reſpeiye Care; it 190 
Ir: 


s * - 
38 * 
* g 
2 5 * 2 
* o © * 


De Groans of the" 


d | In 
fr | places of the Country they cannot, be- 
1-. | cauſe they have not a Conveniency, and 
3e pgs the Gentleman their Miniſter, has 

laid by his Divinity and turn'd Farmer, 


o- | about Ten or Twenty Miles from the 


ti⸗ place where he mould reſide; And now 
bs, 1 their Way of Worſhip is prohibited to 
em; is it not a lamentable thing, that 
they can't have the Privilege, or Oppor- 
tunity of being duly informed of the true 
= | Worſhip of God, and Inſtructed in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion ? 
Ho can this Nation expect to thrive, 
when the greateſt part of *em' are left to 
t. live and dye like Pagans? How can the 


4 Loyalty from a people that know no- 
thing of Religion „ fave ſome certain Gen- 


e · Read the Service of the Church in 1 57 
Families, for want of a Miniſter, which 


f the more, to a weak Curate, or him they can 
Tri WE + — 


would go to our Church i in | many 


Queen reaſonably expect Dutifulneſs and 


tlemen, who are forc'd on Sundays to 
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is a Shame to the Rich Clergy, that are fo. 
concerned in ſuch places, who. have at 
Blow leaſt Four or Five Hundred a Year, in 
by Spiritual Livings, and only allow about 
reo Twenty pounds per Annum, or a little 
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and the rough places plain. This is the] 


- minding their Farms and worldly Buſi- 
| neſs, and beſtowing ſo much on their | 


own Language, according to the ſalva- 
ligent Practice of which, in Ten 1 ; 
vantage (it being the only way to co o- | 


For thoſe that are but Boys now at Eight 


e acceptable to God, if inſtead of 


Pride and. Vanities, they wou'd-allow 
better Salaries, and afford ſomething con- 
ſideraBle to imploy ſufficient Men to 
Preach conftantly in every convenient | 
place of the Country, and to teach thoſe | 
of the Natives that will come, in their 


ble Doctrine of our Church, by the di- 


time, this Nation would find a vaſt A 


barate us againſt the common 5 


Years of Age, may eaſily become well 
grounded by the time they arrive to Eigh- 
teen, which will thereby render them 
capable of ſerving the * and Go- 
yernment. 

This is the ready way. (as the pro- 
phet ſays) to make ih the crooked ftraig bt, 


4 3 1 3 
"So 


way that the Glory of the Lord ſhould be 
revealed, Iſai. 40. 5. For then will Iff 
turn io the People a pure Language, that| 


they 


3 * n R 
; ” : 2 v 3 5 4 7 
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they may all call upon the Name of the 
Lord, toſerve him with one conſent, Ee ph. 


| firong Byafs with them, Religion will un- 
o | doubtedly dwindle and remain in 4 Trance- 
t For Self- Intereſt is one great means to 


e | Baffle and Confound it every where; 


ir What is it but ſelf Iatereſt that 
a. makes ſuch confuſſion and diſtinction a- 
i mong Proteſtants of the ſame Church? 


rending our Saviour's 1 ſeamleſs Coat in 
s, and caſting Dice upon his Veſture, 
Whereas if they were as folicitousof their 
Souls Welfare as they are to obtain Ri- 
ches and worldly Honours, there would 


the Q's. Subjects, than there is at this] uncx- 
ure, neither would there be any of thoſe ſtirs 


and Animoſities that are now ſo common 


oro. among us; tis Self-Intereſt and Pride 
b, ſay, that ruins all, and will at laſt (I 
the lam afraid) inſtead of a Bleſſing bring a 
Curſe and Judgment upon this Kingdom, 


Fairs of a whole Nation are often turned up 
ſide do wn, and many well-deſerving Gen- 
1 | tlemen 
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3. 9. But as long as Pride, Covetouſ- 
{neſs and Self. Intereſt, do carry ſuch a 


terming them of the High and Low Churh, 


be a greater Unanimity and Love among 


for by this curſed Selt-Intereſt, the Af- 
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menen in « Trance: Or, 
© Gentlemen who are capable of doing 
Service to the Church, are quaſh't in 
their honeſt Deſigns, upon the leaſt Diſ- 
guſt or falſe Information; and even a- 
mong the Clergy, an honeſt ingenious 
Maa (if a Stranger) may want Bread, | 
if he will not ſerve for half a Compe- 
tency, which is not only quite contrary | 
to the Doctrine they Preach themſelves, 
but co the Spirit of Chriſtianity and the 
primitive Practices of Patriarchs, Fathers, 
and all the ancient Chriſtians, who had 
all things common. So that one had not 
more than another of the Inferiour Clay 
gy, every one had a ſufficiency, an 
there was a perfe& Love and _ a- 
mong all; But you ſee the Prackce of | 
this Age is otherwiſe, he's reckon'd the 
beſt Man tho mean in Parts and Lear- 
ning) who has moſt Livings,,and the 
preateſt Intereſt, We don't read of any}. 
fach practices inthe Reformed Churches 
of other Nations, or the United Provin-{ 
ces, and no doubt this is one main Cauſe « 
of their Diflike to us. Is not a horridfſl 
thing that the Body of Mrs. Abigal orf 
| 
; 


ſome Biſhop's Daughter or Neece muſt} 
be annexed to the Cure of Souls? and 
* J He EY RE oh Wat, conſe- 


2 conſequently an honeſt ingenious Man A 
1 | can't have the Living without the Li- 
- | wing Thing, and ſo be guilty of Smock- 
- | Symony. Pluralities, Multiplicities of 
is | Pariſhes and Non-ReſiFance ate a con- 
J, fes d Abuſe in our Reformed Church; 
e- | and yet our Conſtitution as Apoſtolical 
Y | as it is, has not provided againſt this 
'S, || palpable Diſorder : So that you ſee ſome. 
ne | things are manifeſtly amiſs in this Coun- 
rs, try. And 'tis to be fear'd that ſome of 
ad | thoſe who make ſuch a Noiſe about the 
ot | Church, and ſuch Bluſtering for it, mean 
her her Doctrines nor Deyotions, but 
QKwha they can ger by it in the Intereſt of 
a- the bange of a Miniſtry, and that none 
of | will troy it ſooner than thoſe who pre- 
the || tend to be the Pillars of it, which can't 
zar- | be otherwiſe expected, while Avarice is 
the | made the chief Corner Stone. Tis certain- 
any | ly a great and inexcuſable Unfaithfulneſs 
hes for any Miniſter to take a Charge which 
in- he can never fulfil, only for filthy Lu- 
auſecres Sake, when perhaps he had euough 
rridſ before to ſerve two or three honeſt Gen- 
| orfitlemen, without keeping a Coach, or 
nuſif making a worldly Offentation. We 
3's may juſtly ſuſpect ſuch a Man to be guil- 
n 85 8 | _ | ty 
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ty of Avarice; nay I may ſafely ſay, of 
the greedy defire of the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs, Wou'd one imagin there 
ſhould be ſuch Reverend Miſers in a 
Chriſtian Church, who make a god of 
their Bellies, and an Idol oftheir Wealth, 
not conſidering the End of their Bapt iſ- 
mal Vow, and what they teach the little 
Children every Sunday in the Catechiſe, 
to renounce the Pomps and Fanities of this 
wicked World, &c. hs 

Certainly it can't be pleaſing to God 
for a Miniſter to take a Pariſh with the 
Cure of Souls in another Dioceſs, or ſo 
Score of Miles from his Dwelling, 
can never be in good Earneſt wich N 


od, 


nor underſtand the Nature and Gbliga- 
tion of his Function, but Value the Fleece 


more than the Flock, and can't truly ſay 
with St. Paul, We ſcek not yours but you, 


And here methinkss ariſes a very weighty | 
Caſe of Conſcience, which I propoſe to 


all greedy Shepherds ro reſolve ; If it be 
a ſinful thing for a Man to pay no Tythe, 
ſince the Payment of it was once enjoyned 
| by God's Com mana, for the maintenance 
of the Miniſtry? Numb. 18. 21. M he- 
ther it 1s not as ſinful to receive it with- 
| out 


: gi 
or 


he | ke. 


Hr t Insti- 
de, not only for the Uſeof 
but of thy IIranger, Fa. 
\ | 7herleſs and Widow, Deut. 14. 29. 
hey were not allo u 


e Hfitous were 70 be 
Jhbarers Wah them. 


With 400000 French Men, 
nnd ſuirable Proviſion. Bu 


re, nothin 
n in this 


t as we fairl 
g decays the Pro. 
Country, more 


obſerved befo 
elan. Religio 
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"th , Rein Ma Trance: Or. 
than the Negletting duly to Inſtruct the 
People in every corner uf the ſame. For 
3k is they come perfectly to know their 
uttes Both to God and Man, and laſt- 
ly how to quit the World with a good 
Conſctence: It therefore thoſe Miniſters 
that out of Coverouſneſs, or Lazineſs are 
remiſs herein; If, I ſay, they have any 
deſire for the Growth of Piety and Reli- 
gion, any Honour for God, any Regard 
for the Salvation of their own Souls, let 
em but mind, and ſeriouſly conſider 
what St. Paul ſo earneſtly exhorts em to, 
Adds 20. 28. Take heed therefore und | 
your ſelves, and to all the Flock over | 
which the Holy Got hath made you O- 


wverſeers to feed the Church of God, which | h. 
he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. Pe 


What heed then do ſome Decimator 
take of themſelyes, when they viſibly live 


in Pride and Avarice? And what Care w 
do they take of their Flocks, whe oy 


they hardly go to Inſtiut 'em, and nel 


ver viſit them (bur by a Procter) unleſ 0 
it be in two or three Years time, ane 
then only to fee what Improvements ar 


made, that they may raiſe their Tythes Clin, 


this is certainly the Caſe of many cou 
tr 


Je Gr0ans of Fre 


country Pariſhes, ſo that the people in 
ſeveral parts of this Nation, are continual- 


ly groping in Egyptian Darkneſs, and 


ha ve neither Conveniency, nor Opportu- 
| nity of Worſhiping their Creator; Huw 


then is it to be expected at this tate that 


this Naticn ſhould become Religious 


and United; and beſides is not this a 


viſible Neglect and betraying the Souls 
of Men? How can the guilty anſwer 
this before the great Tribunal? Is not 
Religion plainly in a Trance among thoſe 


votion and Inſtruct them in the Chriſtian 

Principles of the fame? How ſhall they hiar 

without a Preacher ſaith St. Paul? And 
| has notthe Devil hereby ſeveral fair Op- 
portunities to ſettle Notions of Atheiſme 
and Irreligion in them, and to ſow his 
Tares by whole-Sale in their Hearts; 
Whereas if the 
would bet look timely to ic, and unant- 
mouſly coneur to fend fit Men to Preach 


where they are far from any Town or 
hurch, oh would by degrees de- 
line, and this Kingdom would ſoon. be 
Pull of he tals of” the Lord, aj: 


11. 
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People that have no body to ſtir up to De- 


Queen and Government 


to theſe People where tis wanting, and 
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16 Religion in 4 Trance : f Or, | 
11. 9. And the propereſt Gentlemen for 


this weighty Purpole, are thoſe that ate 
exquiſite in the Iriſh Tongue, eſpecially 


Annual Salary, paying 'em out of thef |, 
unreaſonable Incomes of the rich Clergy 3 
to be levied on their Livings, who may 
very well ſpare a little out of their Abun . 


4 


fuch as are unprovided for. They ought 
likewiſe to be Men of good Morals, ofa || 


meek, affable and courteous Behaviour, 
not given to filthy Lucre, for other wiſe 


their Attempts of this kind will in all 
probability prove inefte&rual. And the | 
only way to Encourage them, is to Re-. 
ward them afterwards according to the | 
Pains they bave taken, and in the mean þ 
time to allow each of them a ſufficient} þ 


dance, for the Encouragement and Prof ni 


motion of God's Service. This is abſoſ In 


lutely the way to bring the Natives ang th; 
Commonality to be more unanimous an dy 
conformable to the Government thai 
they are: But if this be not done by to 
ſupteme Injunction, theſe miferable Pedf kjr 


ple, for ſome of their Clergy, may co Te 


ktinue uninſtructed till Doow's Day. 
For as the Prophet Iſaiah ſays, Th * 


all look to her Wn Way, eve F one 


e Groans © CH Ms hs 
ö P N F * 3 


His Gain from”his Quarter, chap. 56.1 11. 
That is, they mind more ibeir own Int 
ret than God's Comm ands; and thoſe a- 
mavyg them (as there are too many) that 
are viſibly addicted to Covetouſneſs, are ve- 
ry ſollicitous to make the utmoſt of their 
Jythes, to that End, in many places they 
| ſer 'em out to Extortioners, who often 
| impoſe upon the Country people, put- 
: | ting them in the Biſhop's Court for the 
- | value of Iwo Pence, zad there keep 
ef them as long as they are worth a Groart ; 
nj Neither do ſome cf their Teachers care 
ty how little Service they do, for what 
nef they have asdo manifeſtly appear to the 
Jo # ; Yecay of God's Service in many parts of 
ay} this Kingdom, where many ſick People 
in daily Dye without the Viſitation ofa Mi- 
ro} niſter, the Living are without ;Chriſtian 
{of Inſtructions, the Dead are left to bury 
ang their Dead, and the very young Intants 
in dye Unbaprized, which can'c be other- 
hat wiſe expected, while one Man is ſuffered 
to poſſeſs ſo many Pariſhes, without ta- 
e king any other Care bur collecting the 
of Tenth. 
This is certainly the Starving and Mur- 
7 r dering the Souls of God's People: There 
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are three ſorts of Murders which do im- 

mediately reſpeſt our 1emporal Eſtate. 
[1.] That of the Body in taking away 

our Lives; [z.] The Murder »f our Re- 


putation, in deſaming us, and falſly ſpea- 


king all manner of Evil of one another; 


And [3dly.] That of depriving us of our 


IVerldly Subſtance, which God has ſeut 
1 ſupport us on this {de the Grave; But 
that which relates to our Spiritual Condi- 
tion, is abſolutely of the deepeſt Dye, 
more highly offenſive ro Sod than any 
any of the former, (our Sculs being of ſo 
ineſtimable a Value). That is che ſtar- 
ving the Souls of God's People, leaving 

them expoſed to the Wiles of Satan, who 
wi'l not be wanting todo his part, to ſe- 


duce them, in order (if poſſible) to bring 


them intothe ſame miſerable Condition 
with himſelf; God himſclf ſays, Be- 
hold I am again the Shepherds, and my 

flock will I require at their hands. Aa 
obſerve what Ot. Paul ays upon this Ac- 
count, Acts 2d. 26, 27. See how honou- 
rably he clears himſelf of his Charge, and 
think what an infinite Satisfaction it will 
be to you, when you can truly ſay as he 


$1d to the Man Biſhops : I take you 10 
7ecor 


enen 


The Groans of tbe Church. 19 
record this Day, that I am pure from the 
Blood of all Men, for I have not ſpunned 
to declare to you all the Counſels of God. 
Ic was our Saviour's expreſs Command 
to his Diſciples ; Go teach all Nations, & . 
Nay *cwas his earneſt and laſt Command 
| to Peter, John 21. 15, 16, 17. Jeſus 
| ſaith to Simon Peter, Simon, ſonof Jonas, 
tweet thou me more than theſe? He ſaith 
. | unto him, Tea, Lord, thou knoweF? that 
„I love thee. He ſaith unto him, Feed my 
Lambs. He ſaith to him again the ſe. 
o | cond time, Simon, ſon of Jonas, love it 
thou me? He ſaith unto him, Tea, Lord, 
thou knit e that I love thee. He ſaith 
unto him, Iced my Sheep. He ſaid unto 
- | him the third time, Simon, ſon of Jonas, 
12 | love? tbou me? Peter was grieved, be- 
n cauſe he ſaid unio him the third time, Lo- 
e- | weft thou me? Aud he [aid unto bim, 
) Lord, thou knowef all things, thou know- 
def that I love thee. Jeſus ſaith unto him, 
c-i| Feed my Sheep. You plainly fee here 
u- what a ſtrict charge Chrifi gave Peter of 
ndfj bis Flock, and no doubt he expects the 
illi fame care to be taken in all ſucceeding 
del Ages. 1 
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Feel Servant does what his Ma. 


Be commands him, and « "wiſe Ser vant 


does it in the moſt effeffual manner. 
W ken therefore my Brethren of the 


Holy Function, you rightly conſider the 


full lupe of theſe Words, and the ma- 
ny Obligations God has laid upon you, 
ot Iaſtructing and Feeding his Flock, 
under your refpe@ive Charge; How will 


it apgravare your own Sins at the laſt day ? 
What Vexation and Anxiety muſt it of 


Neceflity create in your Minds to con- 


fider that ſo many poor Souls (as there 


are in your remote Pariſhzs) ſhould be 
deſtroy'd for want of your Care, or due 
Inſtructions. E 

Do bur rake Notice; not only of the 
ſharp Reptoof, but of che Judgments God 
threatens to ſuch careleſs Shepherds by the 
Prophet EzMizl. chap. 34. at large, e 
be to the Shepherds of Iſrael that do feed 


themſelves. Should not the Shepherds 
feed the Flocks? Te eat the Fat, and cloth 


we with the Wool, ye kill them that are 
fed, bnt ye feed not the Flock, as you plain- 
ly have it in the 2d and 2d verſes; And 


in the 5, 6, and r. God proceeds further 


to beck em r both tor their Neg- 
*** ” leck 
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T-.. The Groans of the Church. x © 
leck of, and Cruelty exerciſed againſt 
his People. And they were ſcattered (lays 
he in the fore mentioned Chapter) becauſe 
there was no Shepherd, they became Meat 
lo the Beats of the Field when they were 
ſcattered; My Sheep wandred through the 

mountains, and npmn every high hill, yea 
iin, Flock was [caiiered upon the Face of 

) the Earth, and none did ſearch or. ſeek 

alter him, but the Shepherds fed them- 

| ſelves aud nut my Flock, This you fee is 
> | God's own Complaint in this Chapter, 
> | whichobvioufly implies, that they lived 

2 | at Eaſe on their Spiritual Incomes, indul- 

ging themſelves in Pride and Haughti- 
neſs (as too many do now. a-days) noc 
caring (ſo they have the World to com- 
mand) what becomes of the Souls of 
their People: No doubt when the Pro- 
phet writ this re had a clear proſpect of 
this vicious Age, wherein Self-lntereft, 

Pride, Covetouſnefs and Oppteſſion, and 

in all manner of Vice are ſo predominant, 

and Religion meets with fo many and 
great Diſcouragements, even from ſome 
of thofe that ought to be the chief En- 
couragers of it: For if you but ſtricly 
Peruſc and con ſider this Chapter of Ezkel, 
bY . 
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enpon 11 8 Trance: Or, © 


"You will find i it ſo gelen (as if it mY 
contrived on purpoſe) to back what I have 


here moſt humbly offered for a ſpeedy Re- 


formation And left it ſhould be too tiue, 
let me adviſe you in the Name of God, 


1imely to lay it to heart, before it be too 
lare, and the dread ful Judgments dencutri- 
ced in the Tenth Vei ſe, fall upon you un- 
awares, - wherein he expre ſly ſays, Je will 
cauſe the Shepherds to ceaſe from feeding 
the Flock; Neither (ſays he) ſhall the 


Shepherds feed themſelvesany mm e. With. 
out doubt thoſe forementioned Sins are the 


only Cauſes why Gd's Juſtice have and do 
ſhake it's Sword of War; and other Calami— 
ties now over our Heads. The Yea:sof 41 
and 88 are in a manner buried in ()blivi- 
on, we are too apt ro forget © ur Delive- 
rances in this Nation; and ſome of your 
Clergy have forgot when they were Re- 
ſugees in England, as if they were now 
got our of God's Reach and Power, atd 


might even dare him again to plague this 


Nation, than which nothing can be 


more mad and deſperate, or tooliſh, or. 


more provoking to God to cur us eff 


of our Sins, and ſo ſink us at }aſt into 
Endiets 


like Sodom and Gemorrah, in the miGit Þ 


5 12 15 and Irrecoverable Miſery, Wi 


| ly agreeablo to the Word en which. we 


115 "Z he Groans "of the Church, 


re 
we ſhall certainly pay dear for our Pride, 
| Covetcuſneſs, Malice, Oppreſſon and 


every Sin beſides. But God grant we may 


all look to our ſelves in time, and awa- 
ken out of cur ſenſual Sccutity, forth 


with mending every thing that is amiſs 


among us, or ptovoking to the Majeſty 
of Heaven; eſpecially that great Error 
in taking the Tythes, and not Inſtiucting 


God's People. Whatever Conftiution 


{ome prejudic'd, inconſiderate Men may 
put upon me for this ſeaſonable Under- 
taking, 1 weu'd have em know that 1 
am a true Chuich of England Man (ab 
by Law Eſtabliſhed) and the omniſci- 
ent Lord, the Searcher of Hearts, knows 
this to be true, that I aim at nothing, ſo 
much as the ger.eral Reformation of the 


ſame, and Unanimous Obedience tothe 


Goſpel of Chrilt. 
I hope thereſore the Reverend Clergy 


of the Nation will not take it amiſs at 


my Hznds, ſince my Deſign is ſo gene- 


rous and Chriſtian-like, for 1 level it at 


none but et Guilty, neither have 1 in- 
ſerted any thing here, but what is cxact- 
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all build our Faith; and I could heartily 
wiſh there was no viſible Occaſion gi- 
ven for ſetting forth this little Book as 
a Remembrancer, but the Defaults here. 


1 be reaſonably thought by Well. meaning 


Ohriſtians Inſignificant or Uſeleſs. 


Note, That the Author deſigns 


by God's Aſſiſtance, very ſoon to Add the 


other Two Parts: In the mean time he 
heartily Wiſhes, that thoſe that are guilty 
of the Errors herein Alledged, would 
timely lay to Heart what he has progos'd 


in the Firſt,*and herein hell gain hu End 
in ſetting it forth to the View of a Cen- 


forious Age. 65 
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